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Abstract

Personality Types and Why Students Fail to Master English in Junior
and Senior High School

Ando Norio'", Hasegawa Shuji'"’
[1] Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

Many Japanese students are weak in English. The authors propose and attempt to confirm that the method of English
education of junior high school and high school does not match the personality of students. Individual difference in
student’s personality should affect motivation, learning style and achievement level. We attempted to clarify learning
needs of each student as well as personality differences by administering a questionnaire asking university students
about their personalities and history of English learning in junior high school and high school. Results showed that
students with an active personality are prevalent. They lack the ability to concentrate, have negative feelings toward
English education and low levels of achievement. It was proposed, therefore, that English education should be
targeted to reduce difficulties for this type of student. In addition to this, comprehension was deemed important. It was
concluded then, that students of every personality type need materials offering multilayered information about English
language in order to acquire the necessary information more easily. The applicability of this conclusion was considered.

Keywords: Personality type of students, active type, understanding English, learning material, multilayered

information.
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