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Abstract

Card-type guidebook to identify familiar wild birds instead of prior training

Masaharu HAYAKAWA!
Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

Although wild birds are considered superior subjects for studying biology, case studies on them are limited. Their
quickness of movement allows enough time for students to notice their presence, but not enough to identify them. If the
latter could be overcome, it would give the students greater understanding of the birds, and raise their importance as a
subject for biology studies. Average possible time to observe birds was 32.2 seconds in Uekusa Symbiotic Forest. In
order to identify birds in this period of time, a card-type guide book was designed, consisting of a selected number of
birds expected to appear. With the card-type guide book of 10 species, it takes on average 8.3 seconds to identify a bird,
much shorter than previous average observation time. In comparison, general guide books required more than 3 minutes
for identification, so the card-type guide book indicates a possibility of identification within the period of observation.
The author hopes that the card-type guide book will encourage the study of biology by facilitating the identification of
birds in the field.

Keywords: Wild birds observation, identification time, card type, guidebook
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