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Abstract

Speaker's Intention, Cancellability, and Moral Blame in the
Case of a Japanese Public Message
Yukiko Kawaguchi )
[1] Faculty of Development and Education Department, Uekusa Gakuen University

The purpose of this study is to apply a pragmatic approach to examining a case involving a Japanese speaker’s
intention. Japanese advertisements that were discontinued due to human-rights-related complaints were analyzed. One
example of an apology for a retracted public message in 2019 was suspected of “non-apology apology,” involved the
speaker insisting on cancelling the non-literal content derived from the message while the hearer rejects such an action.
This paper outlines previous studies on pragmatic inference and cancellability of conversational implicatures and
explicatures, then shows how the non-literal content inferred from the public message in question is alleged to be non-
cancellable. This study concludes that a modified theory of speaker’s intention and pragmatic inference in cancelling
what is meant with regard to moral blame and ethical responsibility in public messages is necessary.

Keywords: Intention, Cancellability, Non-literal meaning, Non-apology apology, Publication.
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