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Abstract

How do Children Interact with their Neighbors in a Local Community?
Differences Depending on the Nursery School Community's Environment

Chie Yamada'", Noriko Jitsukawa'"’, Kanako Takagi'"
Hitomi Kurihara, Sayaka Kitada", Yoshiko Takano!
[1] Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

This study examined relationships between nursery schools and local communities based on data collected in semi-
structured interviews with nursery-school teachers. The qualitative analysis of the data using the Steps for Coding
and Theorization (SCAT), which focuses on “relationships between nursery school children and people in local
communities” generated 12 concepts, nine subcategories, and two categories; the analysis of “relationships between
nursery school teachers and the people in local communities” generated 10 concepts, seven subcategories, and two
categories.

Our results indicate that relationships between nursery schools and local communities differ depending on the
local environment surrounding the nursery school and the time since the nursey school opened. However, there was
no significant difference between nursery schools with and without gardens. All nursery school children engaged in
“greetings/conversations with people in their local communities”, which led to a sense of security and a feeling of being
among friends who looked out for them and with whom they communicated on a daily basis.

Keywords: interact with the neighbors in a local community, environment, years since the nursery school opened,

with and without gardens
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