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Abstract

Reducing the Burden of Peripheral Childcare Services at Childcare Sites and
the Possibility of Cooperation from Local Volunteers

Noriko Jitsukawa'!, Sayaka Kitada'", Hitomi Kurihara'",
Kanako Takagi'",Chie Yamada'", Yoshiko Takano!"

[1] Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

To reduce the burden of services at childcare sites, a questionnaire was distributed to public and private childcare
centers and small nursery schools in Chiba City to consider the possibility of cooperation between childcare sites and
local volunteers regarding peripheral childcare services. The main questions were on the sense of burden associated
with peripheral childcare services, the desire to request the aid of local volunteers, and considerations required of
volunteer participants. The sense of burden of peripheral services was greater at public childcare centers than at private
childcare centers and small nursery schools. Also, public and private childcare centers wished to request the aid of
local volunteers more than small nursery schools. In addition, nursery schools placed emphasis on “the confidentiality
of information on the school and children” and “hygiene and safety management” for volunteer participants, when
accepting volunteers. Furthermore, the results suggested the existence of “difficulties due to financial reasons” as the
main reason for the desire to request the aid of local volunteers at public childcare centers.

Keywords: Peripheral childcare services, Local volunteer, Sense of burden, Desire to request aid, Considerations
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