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Abstract

A Storehouse “Atelier” for Inclusive Child Care:
Consideration Based on Episodic Records of Children’s Play

Kazuyo UEKUSA", Norio ANDO"™
[1] Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University, Mihama University-affiliated
Certified Center for Early Childhood Education and Care,
[2] Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

In reference to the activities at Reggio Emilia in Italy where all of the townspeople gather materials for their children,
we made a storehouse of materials in M kindergarten in Chiba City. The storehouse (atelier) has many functions such as
safekeeping, display and offering the place for playing. In order to confirm the result of our activities, teachers recorded
the children’s play activities facilitated by materials of the storehouse based on the episodes of each child. Teachers also
discussed the episodic records in order to fix the direction of children’s future play activities. As a result of examination,
we understood that the variety of materials of the atelier had many influences on children as a way of spurring their
play. Surrounded by a variety of material, every child no matter his/her condition can be inspired to play, carry out their
favorite play activity and involve other children in his/her play. We judged such pleasant activities elicited by the atelier
to be the goal for inclusive child care.

Keywords: A storehouse of materials (Atelier), Episodic records, Teachers’ discussion, Inclusive Child Care
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