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Efforts to Raise the Quality of Childcare at a University-affiliated Kindergarten:
The study about the useful application of materials for enhancing children’s playing.

Kazuyo UEKUSAM Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University,
University-affiliated kindergarten, Mihama

This paper outlines research on the potential for certain daily-used materials to realize effective, inclusive education
for young children. Our hypothesis was that an abundant variety of daily-used materials would provide every child,
with or without disabilities, with a good chance to play, making it easy to participate in and enjoy activities with other
children, especially when they are distributed among several different kinds of separated play areas. We confirmed this
hypothesis. We found each child was able to enjoy playing with his or her favorite materials in his or her favorite play
area; each small play group was able to extend their favorite play space and interconnect with other play groups; each
child was able to fully engage in the activity, enjoy it, and interrelate with other children. Teachers were also motivated
by the activities and wanted to provide more abundant materials for their students. We considered the possibility that
by sharing in the children’s joy with the daily-used materials, students of the university, parents and people in the area
study about and provide children with more of these appropriate materials, and that these activities could encourage
their cooperation for gathering and providing such materials for children.

Keywords: useful application of materials, university-affiliated kindergarten, playing of young children, inclusive child
care, the role of university
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