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The Possibility that Volunteer Experience at Special Needs Schools
During High school Influences Future Career Decisions

Masaharu HAYAKAWA Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

The coach of a certain high school athletic club takes the club members to a nearby special needs school to volunteer
twice a year because she expects that her students may appreciate the possible environmental value of making full
use of the club. Club members felt that volunteer experience was significant and enjoyable , and they decided to
make efforts in accordance with the aims of the coach. In addition, they chose to major in education at college in a
significantly higher proportion than those who had no volunteer experience. One member in particular was aware
that volunteer experiences had influenced her own educational path. The possibility that other members had been
unconsciously influenced by volunteering was also suggested. It is thought that the promotion of volunteer experience
for high school students will be important in the coming years for increasing the number of applicants with the will to
teach special needs students.
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