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The purpose of this study is to examine the Amity model of teaching and therapeutic community and to discuss the

possibility of introducing the teaching and therapeutic community programs in Japan. Previous studies show that the

teaching and therapeutic community approach could benefit people suffering from the disease of addiction letting them

not only to live without addiction but also overcome the mental and emotional problems which are supposed to lie

behind the addiction. The survey includes participant observation and interviews at the two facilities of the Amity

Foundation and the California Institution for Men in the State of California, U.S., as well as at a Japanese facility, in

order to outline the conceptual framework of the model and to obtain the comparative findings. This study shows that

there is a need for treatment of these problems at the Japanese facility, and it is hoped that research to evaluate the

effectiveness of the Japanese implementation of such programs will be carried out.
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