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The birds observed in Uekusa Symbiotic Forest

Masaharu HAYAKAWA"
1)Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

Uekusa Symbiotic Forest of Uekusa Gakuen University is inhabited by various living creatures. The forest is a
popular place for neighbors and children to visit. Especially for the children, getting to know the creatures of the forest
could be a great chance to enhance their learning. With this in mind, a survey of the creatures in Uekusa Symbiotic
Forest would provide useful information for instructors guiding the visitors. However, there could be too many living
creatures making Uekusa Symbiotic Forest their habitat to survey all of them, in which case, it may be advantageous to
focus on birds as the target of the survey because birds are easier to recognize and observe in flight or their
characteristic songs. Therefore, I attempted to profile the birds by when and how many stay or fly through Uekusa
Symbiotic Forest though the seasons.

Birds were regularly observed from a fixed point at the forest’s edge, and by line census along a specified route in
the forest. The survey was started in April, 2014, and continued until September, 2016. In the end, 43 species of birds
were confirmed, and profiled according to the season. The number of waterfowl, a primary winter migrant, was small,
and the reason could relate to the small size of the forest pond. According to the profiling, the period between spring
and early summer could be the best period to see birds and the bio-diversity. Compared with an environmental index of
birds about the larger nature of the surrounding area, Uekusa Symbiotic Forest seems to maintain an almost equal
number despite of its size.

Keywords: biotope, summer migrant, winter migrant, waterfowl, nature observation
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