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The Role of Working Memory in Learning English
—Seeking Application for the Merit of Working Memory on English Learning —

Norio ANDO Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University
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Working memory capacity (WMC) plays an important role in learning a second language, however the concept is not
fully agreed upon among researchers. In this paper previous studies of WMC are critically analyzed and the merits of
WMC are addressed. There is a limit in WMC for processing information; it can process only about 4 items at the same
time. High phonological memory contributes to vocabulary development. Following the limit of WMC, in the first
stage of English learning, children are recommended to learn by repeating short meaningful expressions
(chunks) .Through cumulative repetition, children can become accustomed to the phonological structure of English. In
the second stage, children combine short expressions into longer expressions. By learning short daily expressions
especially for expressing their feelings, teachers can stimulate children to use English in daily life.

Keywords : Working memory capacity, Limit of processing information, Phonological memory, Chunk, learning
English
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IMe THE BN DD HEEZ e L TR < BRI,
SHOF CHICH W HEEZ U —T L LTz b,
BT HEEE I E ML Z M TE RO TIX
IRNNE D BERINEN T B,

DO TUN=FIDBITON TN D &HWrT HR
X, U —H L LEEFRREEBLOTVWEE X DM
Thbd, TIb, UNh—FLT5LRBI0T0,
BOHGEL, BAa0TW, Ehn, EOWHEILY
=P LB L TNDEEBEZLOTHDL, Ziuk, V
A~#WWﬁfT6&w5ﬁ%MEMTi&w

e LA, Cowan” 2 EHT 5 X 912, BVWEFED
ji?ﬁ\ﬂzéf:&)ﬁ Y=L, ’fﬂb\$ X, HRfiR
LT W EOICHEINIZREE LT LES E B X0
#iw&mbhé FBWHEETIZY ~"—F 2 2
DI, WATERINDHH LVHGEL R X DL
<ﬁ@§w$ FRZICSWEWIFERIZRD &E
ZHN5,

F 72, FHEHH] (articulatory suppression) DIFIZ,
FEREDENENGRL D VS B U =T TF
EOHEEEO O E DL Fbhsd, BEMH &I
SWE RV LTRZ DI, RNl e%
F, Bz 1L, the the the « « EFEF LT 5 Z & T,
ﬁ%®9ﬂ—#w%f%&<¢5$ﬁ%?%é i

DATHEEIHI ORFIZIE, FBRRITE L TLEY,
FEVWHEBELGAWHEEFELFR L LI ICREINLD WD
wENMELNE Y,

b, U= DOEFEOEN L RHENE
WO X DIE, REURREET B0 HIC, A
WHEEZ T X DI OB IR BT, BVHEE
FERIC BB RIS B0 D, BRI
ZHEBZLND,

&

~
i
'nllll

RS X

1.1 EEoE®E
TEZEREBMFIE T 1 EHIEEOREIL, 4T A
I D BEITITON D DT s b b,
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Wb 5 BB R AEPITHONTWVDEDTHA I,
RET DICONTHEBUHENES IR0, LEHIE
HHEICAEETE D L ) 1T o T, L
MHBEMEESND &) Z &, 2T, EHe
WEICHIAFTNRLT W L 2R LTWD &b

Do THEALHHER (CHAAENLTVE WD Z &I,

EELLTVENIZ ETH D,
SEICERL TS L, BhHLRSTHRE LM
fECEDHL IR -TL D, & LHEMT HITEN
HEME L, B2 NNRME TR IR>TLDHD
Thd, ZOHEMLIZSEOEME > TEET,
W0 EEEE T, WNCREELREULLET
HELTEXDmE VD) ZE RIS ™, HE)
b9 LT, MBICHEEDL L1 D LEFET
ICHfR CEC, fEERLBICE 2282 OLT L
MTX D,

M, SMERETEZ 3 2RFICHEERA), Lo
WA Z WL THEIE L TS Th b, —i
BN ESE 2425 2 & C, [HFHRABN H 8L &

N5, REMEOFIHICK TS —>OREME LT,

T I hBZH 5,

1.2 F+ 2% (chunk) DER

Fxrr &, HROW (FE%0) 2595, %
UL, BEEESOHEE, ), XwvwolhEEoE L E
D TIEARNY o ABEZICZITENLNDERO
FLEVTHY, HRUHOL~ITLST, F¥
YT DONELER ST D, Fl2X, EHiOMHE)
Ao EE, VoraenIhr oz
S (FHOFELED) NTFy 770 d, HHIO
MERO RS IBENND LI/, HES3E
DEWNSN->TL DL, hosmie [V a3b
TN E0 D LS Tl LWV o =i £ BN
F x5, SLICLOEENRTEDL LR
D&, TRIE, TEREZRND]) R EOBRIH
Fx 7%, TOXIITEANOHFETEMEHT
XDLHEBOLNVIELT, Nk TR LS5
LARVDF ¥ I BIFIET 2D THD, DRITHD
LAV DT X U e BB T & 5 £ TITEE
L, LEWCHEBMIZUETEZ2F v 7 2L,
BEOF ¥ 7 EfEE L. Y7LV EmD
TV ZEREFELVDOTHDL O, 20k I

BiE, EEREICAaHEENTFICRELES LT
{FETH D,

8. #Em

8.1 SELEZELEITTTHEE

R, N TOANEREFE IOV TEL DT
LI,

E¥REICHB WL, EREZRF L, @Yy
THZLENEET, TOEDIIFERFENRELE N
TWLZENRELRD, ZODIT, £T13Y
Ty ALT, WHHEWTERFFLTEETCED L)
T2 ERKREITHD,

LREY BHERMLZLOE, JRbEBELE T
BT, RET AN HEERA, AR LIEL S WEICR
FTo8E42 LT, £FNbE LOIZT5, £
EXWLCU A=Y TELELNDOT, LOFTRER
Baed4 2 Lo REITRT, MEREFETIE, &
HEWTHREICE Y e 2 ECHNHEICER Z BT D
LT D2 LITREERBICAT2FEHIELE-T
DWW EA D,

8.2 MHELAEMLEREEREAD

TEZEFLIEN — IR TX 5RO FE L E D IX
AT ¥ U REROT, REOAMIIR D IWRE
DEWRBRZ#Z 5, BWEHTHHLIE, ST
WL, BTV, LrbZENARALEORLD DD
HCH I 2 2RETHIL, HEAICERL
KRBT T, KEMEMTLZ &2y, Bk
ENT LD, SEEEOREN VWO T, BE
DHFERNHENTZL 72D L9 REWRIDEEZ L,
21X, [Nevermind] &7 MMlikeit. | O KL 957
R RRETF Yy 7 L LTRZ D,

8.3 RELDEFETHEASIRE

H 3 O HOMRRRIC, NEDOBT 5 X
BNLOFRETZ D, MNEROFFFETIE, BHD
FEREELEFEOLRTRIATEDLLHITRDDT,
HoOXRFbae s oRBLRADL, JFfbes o)X
"ThhE, RIUEEDFE O TREL LT

72%, Bz Bequiet.] [I’mhungry.] [T feel
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sick.] [Tamtired.] [Sure.] [1agree withyou.] 72
EThd, TOXDRBBEIMENE D RERIALTH X
52 &T, REFZORHAZHEIMNEZ LTS
AN

8.4 WULWRREDLITH
HWERBREZBEY K L > TRAZNS, BN
KBPZORTT20, MAALTEY, AVEZ T, &K
BICEWERBHLEZ TN, L, BRWEHL
oTh, WEIZL - TRHHRIZEZ DD ZES,
DFED, ROWERBLUZR-TH, 1 Fx 7 ThDH L
INCTHDTHDH, HlxIE [Please] &5 RBL%
wZ, IGiveittome.] ZFH 2T, I HIZORIFT
[Please give ittome.| &9 K222 %F 5, £
7= Tsomething to eat.] & [Twantit.] %2725 T [1
want something toeat.] &S5 x5 X 9I2T 5, ED
LAV Tho-Th, ) NITEREH Y, HED
B DRINDEE LU,

8.5 RBEDLAICELZEZDITS

R TR ASFTHEORTHES LoicL, bz
ZHEICT D, £HTHIET, WEOEFRAM
D5HZ LTy, SHICEREShLTIRY, £
JSHbH &L X212k s,

121X TI'm hungry.] (2% LT [Me, too.] &
Z729, TAre you hungry?)] LZB{LE¥7=0 35,
Flo, BHEETHRIZ, o< D bo7tnDIFT
a L), bbb TRHFHFTHSFELZLEZY LT
Bk o352 LT, RUDOENEZZELRND
FEEALIICRY, TOREAPFIZOENTLIAR
Lo LBbhd, £, 9oL VEET I LT,

HODE W W EEZFHOPICER L 2N LT
TENTEDHE DIV, REEZEESEDLDIZ
Txro Lt Bbns,

8.6 EROIZFEHE

WICEBORELE T, COLIICRELREMS
HLHDONIHONWTEZTHLE Y,

FT, BOICKEFELEZRLET D, RIFECEIC
N AN TIED->< Y HEak<#EE L, EEDE
BALE R T D,

WIZ, BVWRBLZ BB, BEMHE 21T,

WA 17-26 H (2012)

ZOWHZ, LREEY PMRELZL DI, BN S
LT, 3 <ICEREEDLDTRLS T, 10 BIZ
FMEEVWTOLRESE D, BNICRET ML
TWb L&, HOPTI A=Y L EE, T0FE
BUZBBRT A A A=V 2R Lo lcsE 5,
D%, RATRBZME-> CTRERE TR
X912, LbEWVWHEELEES LI
T, 20X FTRRAEZLET D LFERKIC
HOOXRFFLREREEZDHLHICL TN,

L b, fEERREETEA L REOL S O
Th b,

ABFGENE, R E G R AR 22 4R SRR A S 2
DR ZZ T T2 TED—BR L L TIThh b D TH
60
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