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First Report: Research on the Childrearing Environment for Parents in a Society
with a Declining Birthrate
— With the Focus on the Opening of Child-Care Facilities in Universities —

Yoshiko TAKANO Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University
Yuichi MIYASHITA  Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

ARk, AW H B D FAHRIT BT 2 RFNRERZOZEOBIRICOWT, F—=FIZEkO&%
BB EERHME Lz ZofER, (1) 20104E 4 A3UE, ERFAL RSP HDRLE T 5 RPN RE L, 52
KT D o 720 HEFEEITOWTIE, [P ILFE Bt REARTE ] AT S 7219994 LLRE,  20034F 1]
5 D[ WHACE B R0 e A ] 20064 B O e T VERFE] ORaE L 12, ZD10
MR CHORERE I 2 TV D Z Edvbh oz, (2) BREMFETIE, RPFNRE ORI E Z R L7251
F= TR B, RERNRTIEHERISE ] 25, RIS TRIMEFEKE ] 25, ThEIRef L Twi,
(3) FETIXEELHICAZZETRT I L TE 2 RFNRE O, KFEDOD S 72 nfiifE & 7%
1350 2, RFEOHREI[LOE2LDOHEDY | L) BEOERIRE $7-59 2 LAVRKER S,
F—vU—F PAtFzmitts, FEH K, KPNRERZR, 785 TRE P THs

This paper uses data to empirically show the current situation of on-campus child-care facilities, which have been
gradually increasing in recent years, in the development of a childrearing environment in a society with a declining
birthrate. The results were as follows. (1) As of April, 2010, 52 national, public, and private universities had opened 72
on-campus child-care facilities. In the ten years since the Basic Act for Gender-Equal Society came into force in 1999,
together with the establishment of the Act on Advancement of Measures to Support Raising Next-Generation Children
2003 and the commencement of the Model Project to Support Childrearing by Female Researchers in fiscal year 2006, an
additional 50 facilities have been opened. ( 2 ) During the fiscal years in which they were opened, the facilities were of the
“pioneering” type, the users of child-care facilities were “sick children” and the target use was “regional opening-up.” (3)

The presence of on-campus child-care facilities can visibly illustrate the advantages of childrearing support, resulting in
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the provision of new added-value by universities, but it will probably also bring about a change in thinking to where the

university is perceived as “a place for education from age zero onwards.”

Keywords: Gender-equal Society, Child-care Support, Child-care Centers in Universities, Childrearing Environment,

Society with a Declining Birthrate
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