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B. Edu. Health Sci. UG Univ. vol.9, 29-39, 2017 ‘ Original Article

The Potential for a Children’s Storehouse for Facilitating Play

Kazuyo UEKUSA [1] Faculty of Child Development and Education,Uekusa Gakuen University ,
Benten University-affiliated Certified Center for Early Childhood Education and Care,

Norio ANDO [2] Faculty of Child Development and Education,Uekusa Gakuen University

Ayaka BABA [3] Faculty of Child Development and Education,Uekusa Gakuen University

Nobuko TANI [4] Benten University-affiliated Certified Center for Early Childhood Education and Care,
Akemi SUZUKI [5] Benten University-affiliated Certified Center for Early Childhood Education and Care,
Mituho OGATA [6] Benten University-affiliated Certified Center for Early Childhood Education and Care,
Hitomi KURIHARA  [7] Faculty of Child Development and Education,Uekusa Gakuen University

Yuki HIROSE [8] Faculty of Child Development and Education,Uekusa Gakuen University

Based on the activities at Reggio Emilia in Italy where people in the town gather materials for their children, we
made a storehouse of materials for the children in our kindergarten. In order to fix the direction of our future education
of young children, we performed a questionnaire survey on teachers who had experienced building the storehouse,
teachers who had not, and university students, The students thought that the storehouse would be easy and enjoyable
for children to use. The unexperienced teachers expressed not only optimism at the prospect that it would increase the
imagination of children, but also the anxiety about the usefulness of materials. The survey also revealed that the
experienced teachers are convinced of the great possibilities of a storehouse for young children to facilitate their play
and interact with each other.

As to the university students, they were impressed by the vigorous play of children and are eager to participate in the
activity for enriching the contents of a storehouse in the University. We thought it is possible for us to build cooperation
between the university-affiliated certified center and the university itself through creating and maintaining a storehouse

for young children.

Keywords: A storchouse of materials, Reggio Emilia ,University-affiliated Certified Center, a questionnaire survey,

Helping young children play creatively,
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