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The Significance of Student Story-making, based on Role Playing:
An Activity for Enhancing Teacher Quality
in the Early Childhood Education Undergraduate Course

Kazuyo UEKUSAM Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University
Norio ANNDO'? Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University
Ayaka BABA Faculty of Child Development and Education, Uekusa Gakuen University

In order to enhance teacher quality, Role Playing originated by Moreno has recently been attracting attention in the
field of teacher training for Early Childhood Education. But as it is difficult to introduce Role Playing in its complete
form into a class, we created a new activity as a preparatory activity for Role Playing. It is a conversational activity of
three students in which each one takes an assigned role and cooperates with other members in making a story by con-
tinuing an interrupted story from a picture book. We tried to confirm the effectiveness of the activity. As a result of
having carried out the activity in our class, it promoted personal growth through self-awareness and understanding oth-
ers’ feelings, deepened empathic relations with others, and mutual understanding of viewpoints. The effectiveness of
the activity is similar to that of Role Playing. Therefore we regard it as worth introducing into the coursework for Early
Childhood Education.

Keywords: teacher training for Early Childhood Education, Role Playing, Making story, picture book, personal growth
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